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A St John’s Mathematician 

‘Children are a gift from the Lord’ (Psalm 127 v.3)

The vision of our school
St. John’s is a caring, Christian community striving to support its members to achieve their God given potential.  Exploring our unique gifts and raising aspirations, we prepare our children for the challenges of the modern world. Following Jesus’ example, we seek to grow




A Vision Statement for Maths
Mathematics equips pupils with a uniquely powerful set of tools to understand and change the world. These tools include logical reasoning, problem-solving skills, and the ability to think in abstract ways. Mathematics is important in everyday life, many forms of employment, science and technology, medicine, the economy, the environment and development, and in public decision-making. At St John’s, we enable all of our children to develop these mathematical skills for the future (See progression of skills). 
Different cultures have contributed to the development and application of mathematics. Today, the subject transcends cultural boundaries and its importance is universally recognised. Maths can stimulate moments of pleasure and wonder when a pupil solves a problem for the first time, discovers a better solution to that problem, or suddenly sees hidden connections.
We recognise that each and every child is ‘… a gift from the Lord’ consequently, developing and supporting every child in our care: spiritually, morally, socially, culturally and intellectually to become the best that they can be is fundamental to all that we do.  We want our children to have the desire to aspire and achieve whatever they want in the world. 
As with all curriculum subjects, our school’s Christian vision drives all of our learning.  





God in our Lives
Our school is a safe place where curious children feel they can discuss and develop their mathematical understanding.  Throughout our mathematical programme of study, pupils explore the important concepts and an ability to make connections within mathematics allowing them to develop a broad range of skills. 
Pupils are then able to consider how an area of mathematics links to the wider world. They are given the ability to think independently and to persevere when faced with challenges, showing a confidence of success. 

Ignite our Fire
We ignite a passion and curiosity for mathematic across school by providing them with a rich and succinct curriculum. Mathematics equips each pupil with a unique and powerful set of tools to understand and change the world. We want them to be, the best they can be. 
Children are provided with these tools so that they can reason logically, problem solve and have the ability to think in varied and abstract ways. They also have the capacity to embrace the value of learning from false starts and mistakes. These are an integral life skill. There are also many opportunities for the children to show a passion and a commitment to the subject. Mathematics is important in everyday life, for example many forms of employment require these skills. 
At St John ’s, we aim to stimulate moments of pleasure and wonder when a pupil solves a problem for the first time, discovers a better solution to that problem, or suddenly sees the hidden connection. We aim to grow good people who can make a difference to everyone around them. 

Family
Within our school, we help our children to be responsible, well-rounded and tolerant citizens by developing their understanding of different cultures and how their contribution and application or mathematics have shaped the globe as we know it. 
Our children will recognise that today the subject transcends cultural boundaries and that it is a universally recognised subject. The language of mathematics is international. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Truth
Throughout their mathematics lessons, the children will have the opportunity to reason, generalise and make sense of solutions. They will have the ability to show their initiative in solving problems in a wide range of contexts, including the new and unusual. They may be challenged to justify these. Children display a positive and resilient attitude towards mathematics and an awareness of the fascination of mathematics. Children show confidence in believing that they will achieve when they traffic light and/or assess their work or lesson. 
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